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John H. Glenn, Jr. was born July 18, 1921, in Cambridge, Ohio. He was educated in the public
schools of New Concord, Ohio and graduated from Muskingum College with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Engineering.

Glenn’s military aviation career is long and distinguished beginning with his completion of the
Naval Aviation Cadet Program. He was then commissioned in the United States Marine Corps in
1942 and served there until 1965. During World War II, he flew 59 combat missions and in Korea,
he flew 90 missions.

After Korea, Glenn attended Test Pilot School at the Naval Air Test Center in Maryland and upon
graduation, served as the project officer on a number of aircraft. He was assigned to the Fighter
Design Branch of the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics (now Bureau of Naval Weapons) in Washington
from 1956 to 1959, during which time he also attended the University of Maryland.

In July 1957, he set a transcontinental speed record from Los Angeles to New York, spanning the
country in 3 hours and 23 minutes. This was the first transcontinental flight to average supersonic
speed. Glenn has nearly 9,000 hours of flying time, with approximately 3,000 hours in jet aircraft.

Glenn joined the United States space program in 1959, having been selected as one of the original
seven Mercury astronauts. On February 20, 1962, he piloted the Mercury-Atlas 6 "Friendship 7"
spacecraft and became the first American to orbit the Earth. He completed a successful three-orbit
mission around the Earth. Mission duration from launch to splashdown was 4 hours, 55 minutes,
and 23 seconds.
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Glenn resigned from the Manned Spacecraft Center on January 16, 1964. He was promoted to the
rank of Colonel in October 1964 and retired from the Marine Corps on January 1, 1965. He was a
business executive from 1965 until his election to the United States Senate in November 1974 where
he served several terms as a United States Senator from Ohio. He did not seek reelection to follow
the term ending January 1999.

At age 77, Glenn went back into space on October 29, 1998, as a Payload Specialist on the STS—95
Discovery flight, during which the crew supported a variety of research payloads including
deployment of the Spartan solar-observing spacecraft and the Hubble Space Telescope Orbital
Systems Test Platform. NASA also acquired especially valuable medical data on spaceflight and the
aging process. (Government medical records on Glenn date back to his days as a Marine combat
pilot in World War II.) On November 7, 1998, the STS—95 crew returned to ground, safe and
sound, ending a 9-day journey of nearly 4 million miles (almost 50 times farther than Glenn
traveled 36 years previously).

Along with his many service medals and commendations, Glenn has been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross on six occasions, and holds the Air Medal with 18 Clusters for his
service during World War II and Korea. Glenn has received honorary doctoral degrees from nine
colleges or universities. His most recent pioneering achievement as the oldest human in space has
revived dreams of sending people from very different walks of life into orbit and beyond.
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